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the Highway Beautification budget to provide tree
beautification for Maui County. This is happening,
but the amount is inadequate. So I think there's
something needed to say we need to have 40 percent
of this package go to highway beautification, not
removing abandoned vehicles. That is
beautification, but the State law differentiates
between highway beautification and abandoned
vehicles. There's two separate items, if I read the
State law part correctly.

So we need to put more teeth and have more of
those monies go to planting of trees, caring for
trees, and removing hazardous trees in Maui County.
That is absolutely necessary. My long-term
interest -- and I think the Council should consider
is a line item in the budget ongoing with a dollar
figure, and I'm not sure how many hundreds of
thousands of dollars are needed each year, but
something is needed that you don't have to go
begging Highway Beautification for some monies to do
something, but you can plan your budget, plan your
work, and do your work. Because you just got to
have more money to take care of these very valuable
assets.

In fact, these trees make Maui County so
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desirable. I've heard about how Maui has
contributed towards these tournaments that you spoke
about in the earlier issue. Well, trees make Maui
beautiful, and trees are good. So I hope you're
able to get some teeth, and I think your wording of
urge Administration is too soft. It should be a
percentage, a figure with some teeth in it. Urging
is very nice. Maybe that's a first approach. Thank
you very much for your support.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you, Ernest. Are there any
questions? Yes, Councilmember Tavares.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yes, that's very nice what you
said. We urge first because we control the budget.

MR. REZENTS: Well, when the budget comes around, please

| consider a line item with a certain dollar figure
for tree planting, care, and removal. Thank you
very much.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you. Thank you very much.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: I got.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Councilmember Pontanilla, you had a
question of Ernie?

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Yeah, Mr. Rezents, regarding
your comments about $40,000 for --

MR. REZENTS: 40 percent.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Oh, 40 percent. When I was
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with the phone company, you know, we spent about a
million dollars doing tree trimming, tree pruning,
and it is expensive.

MR. REZENTS: It is.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Very expensive.

MR. REZENTS: You know, I myself spend at least a thousand
dollars a year to have my trees pruned, and these
are only like maybe three or four trees at the most.
40,000 is a drop in the bucket.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILILA: I agree.

MR. REZENTS: So you drive along the highways and you see
all this hazardous dead branches, I cringe. I'm
glad I'm not the owner. Maui County is. Anyhow,
thank you very much.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much, and I think that, you
know, initially what he had spoken about was that
40,000 was in the budget and then it was 40 percent
that he was urging out of the Highway Beautification
Fund that we include.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay, thank you very much, Ernie. And our
last testifier who signed up is Mr. Rob Parsons.

MR. PARSONS: Good afternoon, Chair Johnson, Members.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak on this
agenda item. I'm Rob Parsons, Assistant to the

Mayor for environmental concerns. I'm not asked by
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the Administration to be here and speak here, so my
comments are as an individual. And I'm here largely
because Mr. Rezents spoke Tuesday night in Kula
before the Mayor's budget hearing and urged Members
of the Administration to include this in their
budget package. And I largely agreed with his
comments. I think this is a beautifully worded
resolution. I don't know who the author of it is,
but I certainly support the language, the whereas
trees are a vital and nurturing force benefiting our
environment, and, you know, it says whereas trees
are essential to the beauty of landscapes, view
corridors, open space, and provide an important
social, cultural, economic, and environmental
regource. I mean, it's all -- it's all true, and we
know that. And we -- we look at trees in a
different sort of way than we look at other things
that appear as budget items.

Anyway, I have been urged over the past year
and a half by Community Workday and Outdoor Circle
and the Arborist Committee to investigate exactly
what you appear to be looking at today, and that is
the exact disbursal of these funds, how much is
really going to tree trimming, how much of it goes

to animal removal off our highways as a component of
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the Beautification Fund, and is anything left for
tree planting? And we know when we plant trees we
obligate ourselves down the road years later to
trimming, yet we've got to remember to plant trees
as well and not have that be the left over part of
this whole budget after we pick up dead animals and
dead branches and dead cars.

So because the funding source is tied
together here, I'm just going to ask that as you
address this agenda item today and perhaps in
meetings to come, that you ask for all the
information. I would support this resolution to
urge the Administration to be forthcoming with the
figures that you're going to need as decision makers
to see how things are budgeted so that we can
address all the concerns in this resolution.

And I appeared before Council Committee about
a year ago when the HSAC package was being proposed,
and there was a request in that as part of the
package that the beautification perhaps be raised to
$10. So we know we're short of funds for the
abandoned vehicles program, and the request was an
extra $5 on the registration to bring it up to 10,
and at that time I offered my recommendation that if

we are to do that, that you do not obligate that the
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additional $5 be just for abandoned vehicles, but
that you allow for flexibility if we need more on
the tree side of it, on the real beautification.

I know that Deputy Finance Director Fujita is
here and that he provided you some initial attempts
from Department of Motor vehicles to look at what
their revenues and expenditures are for that
program, and I would ask that you do the same for
the other 40 percent. I don't know that our Budget
Director was asked to be here as a representative
today, but these are the kinds of questions that I
hope you will -- that you will ask here.

And, you know, it's -- to me it's about
leaving a legacy. Picking up cars from our highways
is not a legacy. It's something that we have to do,
something we're obligated to do. Planting trees is
about a legacy, and I certainly remember places that
I've traveled to that have made the effort, you
know, the tree tunnel on Kauai on the way to Koloa,
even on our own island there are places where in the
past we've planted the monkeypod trees around old
Puunene Post Office and all that. Many of them have
neared the end of their life and been lost, and some
of them were lost in the highway reconfiguration.

But, you know, I think we're -- I think that your

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
(808) 524-2090



PA 9/16/04 81

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Committee is doing a noble thing here to ask for the
information that will allow you to really address
planting trees, taking care of our trees.
So thank you for the opportunity to address
you.
. .END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .

CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much, Mr. Parsons. Any
questions? No, seeing none. Is there anyone in the
audience who would wish to testify on anything
remaining? Seeing no one coming forward, the Chair
will close public testimony at this time on all
matters.

We have with us Mr. Francis Miyazono also,
who is well familiar with the tree trimming, and,
Mr. Correa, would you prefer that Mr. Miyazono
address the issue and at least just give his
perspective on the matters that are before us or
would you like to comment?

MR. CORREA: I'll have Mr. Miyazono comment.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. Mr. Miyazono, if you will.

MR. MIYAZONO: Francis Miyazono, Park Maintenance
Superintendent. As far -- when I started as the
beautification manager, I can remember getting funds
from the beautification funds, which was about

$40,000, as Mr. Rezents alluded to, but in recent
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years maybe the -- maybe six, seven, eight years up
till now we haven't gotten any monies from the
Beautification Fund, until recently. Last week
Mr. Correa came to my office and said that the
Beautification Fund was going to fund a $10,000
requisition and a $30,000 requisition, but up until
last week, as far as I can recall, I can't even
remember when the last time we got funds for the
tree trimming for the street tree trimming program.
The -- our Arborist, David Sakoda, and --
every week he gets calls from residents of the Maui
County expressing their concern about their trees,
the County trees. So, you know, it's every week on
a constant basis. And I've really been in the same
office as he was previously. I know that, you know,
we've been getting a lot of calls, and one concern
of his was Piiholo Road and Olinda Road, like
Mr. Rezents also alluded to. Those trees are
eucalyptus trees. Those are humongous trees planted
maybe 100 years ago, and just to trim one tree it
will cost, you know, a few thousand dollars. So,
you know -- and we don't have really funds for
street trees, so that's a big concern of our
Department.

We've been using operational funds to trim
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only the trees that are the most hazardous. In
fact, we don't have a street tree pruning program.
When I talked to David Sakoda, he mentioned that it
would cost about $300,000 a year to maintain the
street trees in a proper manner, but of course, as
you know, we don't have those monies. So we're
going, you know, day to day, month to month, and
trying to do our best with our operating budget that
we have each year, and it will be nice to have a
line item on this tree trimming, because we never
really got a line item for street tree trimming. So
that's --

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes, Councilmember Tavares, you had a
guestion?

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: It would be nice to see a line
item.

MR. MIYAZONO: Exactly.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: So hopefully the Parks Department
will propose it in their budget.

CHAIR JOHNSON: And --

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Mr. Correa.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes. Sometimes line items have a way of
disappearing also.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Madam Chair, could I ask --

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes.

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
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COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: -- if he has any comments about
the draft ordinance? Isn't that up for discussion
today?

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes, that's what we're considering.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: So we have the ordinance and the
resolution, two things, right?

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes, we have two things.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: So you had any comments about the
Chapter 12.26? That's the tree preservation
proposed ordinance to be added to the -- to our
County Code.

MR. CORREA: Madam Chair, can I have a five-minute recess?

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes, you can have a recess, but before we
do that, I wanted to -- maybe this will help you so
that you won't have to have a recess. Councilmember
Carroll was the introducer --

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Oh, okay.

CHAIR JOHNSON: -- basically of this bill, and
unfortunately, due to a previous commitment, he
could not be here. So with regard to the
incorporation of the suggestions that he had made,
there were other members of his team who helped to
put this together over a period of time. I know
Mr. Rezents was one of them. One of the

difficulties that was explained is that the
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individuals who are members of that team didn't have
enough advanced notification to be here today, so it
was my intent with Mr. Carroll's absence, with the
short number of members, that with regard to that
particular issue more than likely I would be
deferring that, because these other people did want

to participate in that discussion.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Oh, actually, we have three items,

right?

CHAIR JOHNSON: We do have three. We have -- Item No. 1,

yvou know, which is the first one, which is the
draft -- Bob's bill, that is the one that I'm
suggesting that at this point in time, that draft

ordinance, that we just simply defer --

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Oh, okay.

CHAIR JOHNSON: -- on that item at this point. 1Is there

any objection to part 17?

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: I retract my question.

CHAIR JOHNSON: All right. And does that help you retract

your comment, Mr. Correa? He's shaking his head
yves, so, all right. As regarding number 2, that was
something that actually as a result of some of

the -- our last meeting and also as a result of some
feedback that we did receive, that we wanted to have

staff go over. And would it be helpful at this time
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to the remaining members of the Committee, that we
just have Staff do a brief overview of the
ordinance?

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: We could do that, unless the --
unless you feel that you want to have this
discussion together with the other one, even though
they're not really related, or kind of related.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Well, at this point in time I'll leave it
up to you as members, but I would at least like to
just have an overview --

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay.

CHAIR JOHNSON: -- of what's been presented. And if we
believe that we could act in that regard, that's
fine.

David, could you just go through briefly what
has been proposed.

MR. RAATZ: Thank you, Madam Chair. The bill that was
transmitted on September 10th is actually designed
to take a portion of Councilmember Carroll's bill
and put it into kind of a piecemeal bill here as we
move forward, and as the members can see, there's
actually just one phrase that's being added into the
County Code in this bill. And as the agenda points
out, there's a very simple purpose of the

legislation, and that is to provide the fees --
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excuse me, fines arising from violations of Chapter
12.24A shall be deposited into the Landscape
Planning and Beautification Fund.

And that was essentially, again, one element
that was included in Councilmember Carroll's bill
and has been moved into another bill so that issue
can be considered and possibly enacted on its own,
and then later on the members can consider other

elements of Councilmember Carroll's bill.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Is that -- and basically it was because of

the discussion we had last time, and also by
conversing with Councilmember Carroll we felt that
rather than trigger everything -- because that was
creating a whole new section, that on the things
that were doable, we would try to move it and
incorporate it in the existing legislation. So that
was one thing that we felt at least in conversation,
and the sense that we got from our last meeting that
that was something that was doable.

And on the second -- you know, which would be
part B, it's the draft resolution urging the
Administration to utilize funds. That again -- now,
that part of it, if you want to have more in depth

discussion, because of the fact that other members
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who sat in on this Committee -- not my Committee,
but Mr. Carroll -- Councilmember Carroll's Committee
that helped come up with this original legislation,
I believe that they would have some input and they
would like to perhaps give us their mana'o on that.

I'll leave it up to the remaining members.
If you feel we should defer everything, that is
fine. If you feel that we should at least move the
one part forward, that's fine too. And I see
Councilmember Tavares making -- making head
movements that, yes, something as simple as this we
should be able to move forward. So, Councilmember
Tavares.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yes, I'll take your recommendation
on the proposed bill for an ordinance that Mr. Raatz
just described for us.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes, and if there's nothing further on
that section of the recommendation, are you doing
both Section A and B or just --

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Well, I thought they were two
separate things, so I was going to do it separately.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay, that's my intent is to do it
separately. My recommendation, then, at this point
would be to move forward the draft bill entitled "A

Bill for an Ordinance Relating to the Use of Fines
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for Violations of Chapter 12.24, Maui County Code,
Pertaining to Landscape Planning and
Beautification."

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: So moved.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Second.

CHAIR JOHNSON: So it's been moved by Councilmember
Tavares and seconded by Councilmember Pontanilla to
move this section of the ordinance forward. And
this is just so that the fees or the fines can be
moved into that particular fund, which is the
Beautification Fund. Do you have any --

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: No.

CHAIR JOHNSON: -- discussion on this? All right, without
further ado, I will then call for the vote. All
those in favor, please signify by saying "aye."

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.

CHAIR JOHNSON: And the Chair votes‘aye. So the measure

does move forward in that regard.

VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Pontanilla, Tavares, and
Chair Johnson.
NOES: None.
ABSTAIN: None.
ABSENT: None.
EXC.: Councilmember Molina and Vice-Chair
Carroll.

MOTION CARRIED.
ACTION: Recommending FIRST READING of bill.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Do we need a separate motion or should we

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
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keep this open, Staff, in regard to the filing of
the issue? Because we have Item B underneath this
as well.

MR. RAATZ: Thank you, Madam Chair. There's actually
nothing really to be filed at this point, if you
want to still keep this matter pending.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. So, therefore, there is no need to
file anything.

Councilmember Tavares, did you have anything
that we wanted to do on B?

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Did you want me to make a motion
for the next one. That's on the resolution?

CHAIR JOHNSON: That's on the resolution, yes.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: I'll move for the adoption of the
resolution "Urging the Administration to Utilize
Funds from the Highway Beautification Fund for the
Purpose of Maintaining Street Trees."

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Second.

CHAIR JOHNSON: So it's been moved by Councilmember
Tavares, second by Councilmember Pontanilla to move
the resolution forward. And is there any discussion
on this item?

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Just a little bit. I think we

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
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should give credit where credit is due. I want to
thank Shelly for writing this resolution, since it
was already -- a compliment had already been stated
about it. It says what it is, and what is important
to us in Maui County, that we have trees, and you
just can't plant them and pat yourself on the back
for planting a tree. That's the easy part, you
know. I was going to say it was like having a
child, but that's not the easy part, but you just
can't have the child. You have to nurture them and
feed them and take care of them and maintain, and
gsome children are more high maintenance than others,
just as some trees are more high maintenance than
others.

But anyway, I think that because we have had
such a challenge in our County dealing with the
purposes of the Highway Beautification Fund and the
challenges facing us with the derelict vehicles that
too often it's too easy to look at, oh, let's get
rid of the eye-sores and not think about the future,
just think about the maintenance part, rather than
as one of our testifiers, Rob had said, we're
supposed to be creating the legacy.

I have been -- you know, in travels

throughout the mainland I have come to different
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areas where they are Tree Cities -- Tree Cities
U.S.A., and we are a Tree City U.S.A., by the way,
but we had -- I think in Tulsa where my aunt lives,
they have this huge program, it's called Up With
Trees, and they have this huge planting program.

And now, over the years as I've gone back, I've seen
the benefits of how they've beautified their
freeways and some of the uglier parts of that area
in the country with the trees. And they are cared
for very nicely, so I'm sure they have the budget to
do that.

We do need to encourage and urge our
Administration to take a real serious look at
putting aside funds and not just say, oh, it's in
the Parks Department budget to do it, but it should
be line -- a line item in their program, you know,
even though the budget's going to come as one, but
it should be part of their program, that that's what
they're going to do and a certain amount of money
would be dedicated for that. Because if not, when
it comes to Council, we'll have to put the proviso
in, you know, and make sure that it gets taken care
of and not used for other things. Thank you, Chair.
JOHNSON: I really appreciate that. Councilmember

Pontanilla, did you have any comments?
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COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILILA: No comments.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay, thank you. And I just want to thank
you all. And I want to thank Ernie too for coming,
because he's always been a proponent of trees. And
the people that did participate in the -- I guess
all the many meetings that they had on this issue,
I -- it's a shame that Councilmember Carroll can't
be here, because I think that we all value trees,
and he struggled with this, because the argument is
always going to come up about trees, and there are
some people that don't appreciate trees the way
others do. So I thank everyone.

Without anything further, I -- is there any
further discussion on this item?

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: No.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay. All those in favor, please signity
by saying "aye."

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.

CHAIR JOHNSON: And the Chair votes aye.

VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Pontanilla, Tavares, and
Chair Johnson.
NOES: None.
ABSTAIN: None.
ABSENT: None.
EXC.: Councilmember Molina and Vice-Chair
Carroll.

MOTION CARRIED.

ACTION: Recommending ADOPTION of resolution.
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CHAIR JOHNSON: So if there's nothing further on the

agenda -- Staff, is there anything further today?

COUNCILMEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS.

ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion.
(Excused: RC and MJIM)

CHAIR JOHNSON: I really appreciate you attending, and I
know you have busy schedules. And Councilmember
Tavares is having a fund-raiser tonight. Would you
care to share with the audience?

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: The fund-raiser's for the Maui
Farm --

CHAIR JOHNSON: I know.

COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: -- Foster Care Facility, and we're
having like an indoor farmers market at Wailuku
Community Center. It starts tonight at 6:00
o'clock, so you folks can come down there and
support that endeavor. Appreciate it.

CHAIR JOHNSON: And I think that that's certainly -- the
Maui Farm certainly goes along with the country feel
and the promotion of living things and trees, all
being a part of that, so I thank you.

And I would also like to thank Wayne Fujita
and also Ed Kushi for sitting in in the meeting and

the participation of Corporation Counsel, our Staff,
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and the members of the Administration.

much for your input,

(Gavel) .
ADJOURN: 3:51 p.m.

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS,
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Thanks very

and this meeting is adjourned.
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CERTIFICATE

STATE OF HAWAII )
) Ss.

CITY AND COUNTY OF MAUI )

I, Jessica R. Perry, Certified Shorthand Reporter
for the State of Hawaii, hereby certify that the
proceedings were taken down by me in machine shorthand and
was thereafter reduced to typewritten form under my
supervision; that the foregoing represents to the best of
my ability, a true and correct transcript of the
proceedings had in the foregoing matter.

I further certify that I am not attorney for any of
the parties hereto, nor in any way concerned with the
cause.

DATED this 15th day of October, 2004, in Honolulu,

Hawaiil.
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